EAST GOSCOTE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday, April 10th 2019 at 7.30pm in the East Goscote Village Hall.

Present:



Cllr J Malpus (Chair)

Cllr M Webbon




Cllr D Cannon


Cllr C Duffy



Cllr L Needham

Cllr M Gonulalan


Cllr K Preston


Cllr J Poland





2 Members of the public

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that this was the forum for village issues and was not a Parish Council meeting; however, any questions may be dealt with at a future meeting, and would not be debated at this meeting.  Any personal matters or complaints should be 
put to the council in writing. All Councillors present were available to listen to any issues that residents may wish to bring to their attention. 

The Chairman also paid his respects to Ivor Reynolds who passed away on 28th January 2019.

Ivor was a long time resident of East Goscote and was an active member of the community.

He was a Parish Councillor from 1995 to 2002, including time as Chairman between 1997 and 2001.   We are asking the family if they will allow a plaque to be mounted on the bench on the mound in his memory.

19/001

Apologies for absence: Cllr S Gerrard, Cllr R Merry Howe
19/002

To confirm the minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting.



The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday April 11th 2018 were accepted



as a true and correct record of the proceedings. 

19/003

Matters arising from the minutes: 
· One Councillor asked why there was again no Borough Councillor report issued with the agenda and papers. 
19/004

Matters arising from the Police 

Annual figures were extracted by the Clerk from the website UK Crime Stats which gave a breakdown of offences and a total number of 102 crimes at East Goscote 

for the period Feb 18 – Jan 19.   There were 98 for the previous 12 months ( Feb 17 – Jan 18). 
19/005

Chairman’s Report



The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  



He had produced a written report included in everyone’s papers.



Some of the issues covered were:-

· Council and Staff
· Planning 
· Gladmans Development

· The cost of vandalism – this year amounted to £100.00 

· Dog Fouling
· The Village Hall
· East Goscote Library

· The Parish Phone App/website
· New play equipment on Lilac Way
· Neighbourhood Watch

· Christmas Events

· The Snow Warden Scheme

· Village Trees

· The Long Furrow Magazine

· The Plough
· Fund Raising for a Defibrillator at the Sports Pavilion
· Leases

· Speedwatch Scheme

· Next year’s projects

The Chairman paid tribute to: our County Councillor, Borough Councillor, MP Mr Argar, and our PCSO’s for all their hard work. He also thanked the Council staff team for all their hard work this year.


He also wished to thank East Goscote Library for hosting the Christmas celebrations and 

for their service to our residents


There were no questions.
19/006

Finance report
The annual report was issued to everyone present, along with information about the precept.  The 2019/20 budget would be £85,300.00 with the precept at £58,000. This equated to a cost of £61.75 for a band D property which is a 1.96% increase on last year.  



Projects for 2019/20 include two new bus shelters, investigation into better drainage for our playing fields and investigation into ways to reduce village speeding, continued support for the library and the village hall, and hopefully an event at Christmas for the elderly.
There were no questions.

19/007

Borough Councillors Report
Cllr Gerrard was not at the meeting and had failed for the second year to submit a written report for our residents.
19/008

County Councillor’s Report


A written report was issued to everyone present.


Cllr Poland said that it has been another busy year at LCC with discussions around the 

financial state of the authority, and the debate around local government re-organisation 

dominating.


His report focused on County Council finances (worst funded County in the whole 

Country), Local Government re-organisation (currently a two-tier system but there are 

proposals to change to a unitary structure.  This would need an act of parliament to come 

into effect) and helping residents around the village.


He thanked the Parish Office staff; the Neighbourhood watch team, our MP Edward 

Argar and Cllr Sue Gerrard who is stepping down after four years’ service to the village.



Q. There has been a lot of publicity regarding the proposed A46 expressway. This has 

been supported by LCC.  How can LCC support this when they don’t know where it is 

going, or how much it is going to cost?


A. Cllr Poland said that this is predominantly Borough Led and should have been 


covered in the Borough Councillors report.


The A46 expressway is part of a larger plan called the Local Development Plan. There 

have not been any firm proposals for the route except in very broad terms.  The cost will 

run into hundreds of millions of pounds and requires national Government funding.
 
If Government funding is secured there would be consultations throughout the Boroughs which 
are affected by the proposal.

Q. What was the percentage of LCC for and against votes?

A. Cllr Poland stated that he did vote in favour although isn’t aware of the final voting statistics.


Q. The housing requirements were overestimated when this proposal was tabled. Will these be 
amended?

A. Cllr Poland said that the housing requirement figures seem to change every year.

19/009

East Goscote Community Library


Cllr Malpus included a written report in everyone’s papers.



He said that from April 19 the library will have a reduced income from Leicestershire 

County Council and will have to rely on fundraising even more.  
Next years ‘expenditure is likely to be in the region of £3500.


The library committee has built up a balance of around £14,000 due to the generosity of 

various organisations and individuals within East Goscote and the surrounding area.



The Santa event and the Afternoon tea both organised by Library volunteers were a 

great success.



Thanks to Laurie Needham for organizing a series of talks, Marie Pole for running 

weekly coffee mornings and various volunteers for organizing raffles. Pocket Rocket 

pre-school are attending to the flower beds and are making a great job. 


The sale of dog bags has gradually increased bringing in extra funds.



A fundraising committee has been formed to find ways of getting funds for the library.


The library has new external LED lights thanks to the Members grant from Charnwood.



A big thank you to everyone involved who help to support the library – we 


hope this will continue.



Q. How long with LCC be helping to fund the library and given the reserves at the 

moment how long will the library remain open?


A. LCC continue to reduce funding which will carry on for a further two years. The 

library will hopefully continue for at least another 3-5 years.



Q. Could we raise funds to build our own library?


A. This will be put to the Library committee.

19/010

Matters arising by permission of the Chairman

Q. Who makes the decisions regarding street lighting after midnight?

A. Cllr Poland confirmed that street lighting was the responsibility of LCC.  He is happy 
to take details of areas where lights are needed to be left on and will give his contact 
details to the resident.


Q. How do we have input into the Public Spaces Protection Order.  


A. This is a Borough Councillor issue who is not present. The Clerk will inform the 
resident of consultation details and designated areas that are covered in East Goscote.


Q. What can be done about parking on Front gardens – driving over a walkway?


Q. This is a matter for the police.  The Clerk will inform the police of problems if the 
resident visits the office.


The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and wished all the candidates the best of 
luck in the forthcoming Borough Council elections.
The meeting closed at 8.45pm

L. Pizer          
11th April 2019



