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ABOUT LONG FURROW
Long Furrow is published by the Editorial 
Committee made up of residents of East Goscote.
Please note that all photographs that appear in 
Long Furrow are copyright and cannot be used 
without the owner’s permission.
Long Furrow retains the right to edit or refuse 
articles if it is deemed necessary. Anonymous 
items will not be published unless details of the 
writer are made known confidentially to the 
editor of Long Furrow.
The views expressed in Long Furrow are those of 
the contributors and do not necessarily represent 
those of the editorial panel.
The Long Furrow Committee would like to thank 
East Goscote Parish Council for their support in 
producing LONG FURROW.

IN THIS EDITION
As always we hope you find something to 
interest you and maybe prove useful in these 
tricky times. Here we go: 
• Litter
• Annual Parish Meeting
• Greener Goscote Page
• Library
• Wreake Runners
• Our Back Page
• Village History
• Neighbourhood Watch
• Pocket Rocket
• County Councillor Report
• Crime
Hope you like it, Please let us know.

EDITORIAL 
In the last edition there was a questionnaire for residents to complete. Unfortunately, there were many 
errors in the printed version. We apologise for that. The questionnaire has been put in the magazine again, 
hopefully correct this time. Please remember that all of the committee are amateur volunteers except 
Gareth, but he only works with what we give him to complete Long Furrow. Please find time to complete 
and return the questionnaire. 
We should also thank Gareth for the work that he puts into finishing each edition of our magazine. 

AND THANK YOU
To our sponsors, our contributors, our helpers 
and our advertisers. Without you, Long Furrow 
simply would not happen. 

LONG FURROW NEEDS YOU
We like to think Long Furrow is part of the glue  
that holds our community together. We have an  
on-going need for help with distribution, articles 
and advertisements.

Just get in touch with the editorial team or email  
long_furrow@yahoo.co.uk if you think you  
can help.
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EAST GOSCOTE 1941 - THE REAL HISTORY 
Most people who move into East Goscote will soon learn 
the ‘history’ of this amazing place. A new village concept 
from the 1960s that has over the years become one of the 
best places to live in the Borough of Charnwood. A housing 
density of just 15 to 25 houses per Hectare and wide roads 
give an open and airy feel to the village. 

The brief history offered to the newcomer is of the mound 
which hides two bomb proof bunkers so strongly built they 
couldn’t be demolished so were covered over; the extensive 
tunnels that still exist and have even been the subject of a 
petition to open them up for tourism; the bombs and bullets 
still buried here; the strange lights seen over the playing 
fields and mound; and that Long Furrow follows the original 
factory ring road.  

The trouble is this is all urban myth. The reality recently 
found in original archive documents is far more interesting. 
This area of Leicestershire played a vital role in the war and 
key installations within a few miles of here by 30th September 
1942 were - one ordnance factory producing mainly 500lb 
bombs for export to Germany (bomb cases made at Holwell 
Works, Melton) – one grass airfield and factory at Rearsby 
repairing Hurricane fighters during the Battle of Britain in 
1941, also assembling Auster aircraft from 7 factory sites in 
and around Syston - one grass airfield at Ratcliffe that was 
requisitioned and used by the Air Transport Auxiliary moving 
aircraft around the country. One anti aircraft emplacement 
in a field off Barkby Road provided cover against enemy 
attack. Incidentally, a cluster of incendiary bombs and 5 
High Explosive bombs landed near or in Queniborough (see 
below),  4 HEX bombs exploded and one was a dud. It is not 
known if they were dropped in an attack on the factories and 
airfields or if dumped in a raid on Leicester.  

Our village sign proudly shows a field gun, hinting at the 
nature of the previous land use, a nod to the ‘depot’ that was 
mentioned in the 1962 report to Sir Keith Joseph, the minister 
for housing at the time. At an auction on 29th November 
1961 Jelson Limited won Lot 1 of 140 acres comprising 
the main buildings of the ordnance factory. Red Roofs, the 
distinctive house on Melton Road with a half acre of land 
was Lot 3. The house had been requisitioned in September 
1942 from the Willik family who had moved there from 
Holland at some point before the outbreak of war. The Willik 
family set up a plant nursery after the war which became the 
Wyevale site where 63 houses now stand.  

Built by Holloway Brothers and main contractor, Pick, 
Everard, Keay and Gimson; the final completion and hand 
over to Lever Brothers of Royal Filling Factory no 10 
Queniborough, took place on 30th September 1942; the 
last of the munitions factories to be built in WW2. Local 
company En Tout Cas camouflaged the rail sidings and 
some buildings. ROF Queniborough produced 9 out of 10 
types of munitions made in this type of factory, the only 
type not made being incendiary devices. Buildings for this 

last function were planned but not completed. It ceased 
production around May 1945. The northern triangle of land 
became RAF depot no 78 which continued for many years 
after the war. 

So what is the real story? The mound structures are not 
massively reinforced buildings. They have 6 inch thick 
concrete roofs that were soil covered. They were never 
designed to be proof against HEX bombs, just against 
incendiaries. The function of the magazines was storage of 
raw explosive coming in to the factory by rail from the new 
sidings and finished product leaving. Bombs were not stored 
for long periods in the building now near Long Furrow. 
Bombs were immediately sent to airfields around the country 
or possibly to the Dalby depot for storage. The building near 
The Chase had a grass bund around it, designed to funnel 
explosive force upwards and away from the production 
areas of the factory. The childrens’’ slide on the south side 
lies near the entrance to the building. Numerous buildings 
of this type have been demolished around the country 
using conventional demolition methods so the story of 
impregnability is essentially a myth. 

Tunnels? It all depends on what you call a tunnel. A one yard 
concrete water main/culvert leads from pumping station 
number 5 still seen on the river near the Golf course. Other 
one yard pipes existed around the site. There were 5 reservoirs 
and 5 pumping stations on site, two huge reservoirs solely 
for fire fighting. Queniborough Brook meandered through 
fields before 1942 but by May ‘42 it had been straightened 
and the embankment raised. 

Hundreds of trenches were dug for the miles of steam pipes 
that served every one of the circa 285 buildings on site. These 
trenches were deep enough to be accessible for maintenance. 
Across the centre of the factory, east to west, were huge bunds 
protecting the laboratories where explosive was heated and 
poured in to cases. These laboratories were connected by 
short tunnels. It is possible that some voids were left during 
the construction of the new village, but I am certain that 
there was never a secret network of tunnels for some strange 
secret purpose. This factory was a bog standard design for 
munitions filling, using the same design of buildings thrown 
up hastily on fields all over the country. (Like it is  today but 
with houses not explosives factories eating up green field 
sites).

Are there stores of bombs and bullets here still? Even after 
the chaos of war there were safety standards that applied to 
these places. On hand over to any other authority a certificate 
of freedom from explosives was issued. Thorough cleaning 
of the buildings and neutralising with various solutions took 
place. The only problem is that some of the residue most 
likely ended up in the factory sewage works where the 
Little Eagles Golf course now is. It is now near certain that 
factory waste was deposited in the quarry east of Melton
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Road where Gladman Land and Charnwood Council want 
to build houses. The original purpose of the quarry was to 
provide building material for the factory; however, war time 
means that unregulated and unrecorded waste of all types 
could be buried there. Out of sight, out of mind but safely 
locked away. 

The lights on the mound. I have read an account of a prank 
by Wreake Valley students who set up lights as a joke. 

Long Furrow does not follow the original ring road. The 
munitions factory had one rectangular ring road and four 
smaller ring roads within it. There were miles of cleanways, 
smooth concrete paths for the transport of explosives. Apart 
from some small areas, everything else was demolished 
but where did all these roads and buildings end up after 
demolition? Anyone who plays football or exercises their 
dog on the Jubilee playing field is walking on top of them. 
The report for the housing minister, Keith Joseph details the 
plan to extract sand and gravel of good quality which was 
used to build the houses and infrastructure of the village. 
The hole was backfilled with demolition rubble and then 
capped with soil. This area is the playing field and forms 
a surprisingly good playing surface for football. The rail 
sidings near the playing field were more or less untouched 

and are the largest area of remaining infrastructure in the 
village. It remains undisturbed as a refuge for wildlife and 
wildflowers. - Pictures  Copyright TC Cartwright Birds Eye 
Wartime Leicestershire.

Incendiaries HEX bombs  
the triangle is the dud.
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COVID 19
Home Testing kits are now available, free of 
charge, at East Goscote Community Library.
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EAST GOSCOTE PARISH COUNCILS  
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  

It has been a very productive year for East Goscote Parish 
Council despite the challenges we have all faced during the 
pandemic. Council meetings moved online very smoothly, 
and I’d like to thank councillors and staff for adapting to this 
new way of working. 

Council and Staff:   
This year we have had five new councillors join the Council 
– Nick Shivers, Carren Tate, Rod Axon, Gemma Slack 
and Victoria Oakes. I would like to welcome these new 
councillors, all of whom bring valuable skills and experience 
which will benefit our community.  

Two long standing councillors resigned, Cathy Duffy and 
John Malpus. Both councillors devoted many years of their 
time to East Goscote - the Council thanks them for their 
service and efforts.  

We have a full council of 10 Councillors. I have recently 
taken on the role of Chair following on from Cllr Malpus’s 
resignation. I want to personally thank John for all the 
support and advice he has given me over the years. I have 
big shoes to fill!  

Our Vice Chair is Michelle Nelson - her support is invaluable. 

I’d like to use this opportunity to highlight the excellent 
work of the Council’s staff. 

This year our admin assistant, Caroline Taylor, left to pursue 
other opportunities. Caroline worked here for 5 years and 
she has been missed. We wish her well for the future.   

Liz Pizer, our clerk for 29 years carries out her role with 
professionalism and good humour. Liz ensures the legal 
duties of the council are fulfilled, as well as providing admin 
support and staff supervision.  

Her work is vital in enabling the Council to perform its 
function and getting things done for our village. 

Charlie Cadle continues in the Caretakers role and provides 
exemplary work around the village.  

Cllr Webbon continues as Tree Warden on a voluntary basis 
and Cllr Shivers as Flood warden and I extend my thanks to 
them for that. 

A heartfelt thank you to all staff and councillors this year. 

Planning Applications: 
During the year 18 planning Applications have been 
received and considered by the Parish Council. 

There has been huge interest once again surrounding the 
large development application for the Land Off Melton 
Road. The Parish Council is working with residents and 
the planning department alike to make sure that views 
and concerns are heard and that the process is fair and 
transparent. 

I would like to thank Cllr Axon in particular for the detailed 
and extensive work he puts into research for this application 
and also to the KEGG group for all that they do to keep 
residents informed and supported. 

The new local plan due to be published and submitted to the 
National Inspectorate in March has now been delayed and is 
expected in late Spring/early Summer. 

Remembrance Sunday. 
Covid restrictions meant that this could not take place as it 
would in normal years. The council still marked the event 
with the poppies on the lampposts. I sincerely hope that this 
year we can mark this important event in the usual way. 

Village Facilities 
The Tennis Court continues to be popular with 140 members. 
During the winter the court is closed for protection and the 
surface then cleared by our caretaker Charlie. I hope that 
residents will be able to enjoy the courts this year and get out 
in the fresh air after such a difficult winter. 

The pavilion car park has now been resurfaced. Thank you 
to our staff and councillors who oversaw that work. There 
have been new swings installed on the Ling Dale play area. 

We have new village boundary signs – Cllrs Nelson and 
Webbon in particular did lots of work to make that happen. 

A bench was installed on Long Furrow in recognition of Dr 
Shah’s long service as the village GP.  

The council formed new committees to explore the feasibility 
of having improved Christmas lights, climate change/
electric vehicle, a development plan, and youth provision. 

Vandalism: 
The cost of vandalism for March 2020 – March 2021 
amounted to £150 which is extremely low compared to other 
years. This was mainly damage to the wet pour surfacing on 
the play areas and some chains and locks being stolen when 
the play areas were closed. 

Dog Fouling:  
This continues to be a constant complaint received by the 
Clerk and Councillors, despite the fact that thousands of 
poo bags are sold and there being a plentiful supply of bins 
around the Village. 

The library continues to distribute dog bags at 80p per pack 
of 50 when it has been allowed to open. Any profit from the 
sale of the bags is retained by the library towards its upkeep. 

We are looking at purchasing large warning signs to deter 
those who don’t pick up and have them installed in known 
problem areas. 

Continued on page 6 >>
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Allowing your dog to foul without clearing up afterwards is 
totally unacceptable behaviour and we need YOUR help to 
catch those people responsible for spoiling our streets and 
green spaces. 

If you know an environmental offender, call 01509 634564 
or email: cleaner.greener@charnwood.gov.uk. 

East Goscote Library 
The library has had to close for much of this year due to 
restrictions but hope to fully open again on April 12th. 

Parish Phone App/New Website 
The success of the website and the App continues. The 
website has had 16,082 page views over the last 12 months, 
which is a record number and almost double that of 2020. 
Our Parish app has had a total of 959 downloads, which 
again, is up on previous years. 

To download the app please see details at the end of this 
report. 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Cllr Tate has taken on the role of Neighbourhood Watch 
Co-ordinator. More NW volunteers are required around the 
village. 

Snow Warden Scheme 
East Goscote Parish Council is registered with the County 
Council Snow Warden Scheme. This means that they supply 
salt and pay the Parish Council for clearing snow and ice 
around the village where it is considered dangerous. Charlie 
and Nick have worked hard spreading the salt whenever we 
have had snow or icy conditions this last winter. 

Long Furrow 
This long-standing magazine continues to be published 
quarterly and has been able to return to colour prints and 
full distribution.  

Gareth Roberts continues to design the magazine with help 
from the committee members and John Malpus has is now 
the editor. 

Volunteer distributors are always needed so please get 
in touch with the delivery coordinator, using the contact 
details provided in the Long Furrow magazine. 

The Council continue to support the publication. 

Speedwatch 

The Speedwatch Project has not taken place due to covid 
restrictions. We plan to resume the scheme this year if 
possible and volunteers are always needed. More information 
will be issued to residents when we have a clearer picture 
regarding dates. 

Banners are placed occasionally on the bus shelters and 
residents have kindly taken up offers for stickers onto their 
wheelie bins to get the message “20 is plenty” around the 
village. 

Next Year’s Projects Include: 
For next year we hope to continue with the high standard of 
maintenance around the village. 

We are planning some nature boosting projects such a 
wildflower verges and changes to mowing schedules on top 
of the mound. Not only will this bring colour to the village, it 
will also support our insects and wildlife. 

A summer holiday club is being planned with Finding Fitness 
(subject to a lottery grant) to provide children in East Goscote 
with outdoor activities during July and August. 

We are looking at possibly having more Christmas lights on 
the village this year, or next. Costs and possible sites are being 
considered. 

Our website is being upgraded to make it more accessible. 

New cycle racks have been installed by the village hall, the 
pavilion, and the village green play area. 

Thank You: 
I would like to thank all the Parish Councillors, outgoing 
Councillors Malpus and Duffy, our current County 
Councillor, Mr Poland, and our MP, Mr Argar for their help 
and support during the past year. In addition, I would like 
to thank our staff for their service and expertise during the 
year. 

Thank you to the all the community volunteers who pulled 
together during this terrible year to look out for their friends 
and neighbours. 

Lastly, thank you to Reverend Tim Day, not only for providing 
an opportunity for people to attend service remotely, but 
also for his assistance with Covid support groups and his 
work around the vaccination centre at the church.

Chair (Laurie Needham)

DOWNLOAD OUR APP 
SEARCH “EAST GOSCOTE PARISH COUNCIL”

East Goscote • Long Furrow    Page 6



EAST GOSCOTE 
COMMUNITY 

LIBRARY
We invite new members to join our COVID  

safe library. Membership is FREE. 

We also welcome former members to return  
to us and see the number of new books we have 

on loan for all ages. 

Why not come along and see us. 

Contacts 

eglibrary@mail.com 

East-goscote-community-library.webador.co.uk 
Find us on Facebook 

EAST GOSCOTE 
COMMUNITY 

LIBRARY
For the time being, we will be operating temporary 

opening hours. The times are: 

Monday, Friday and Saturday: 10 -12   
Tuesday and Thursday; 2 - 4   

Wednesday: Closed
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EAST GOSCOTE SCOUT GROUP 

Scouts have not stopped since returning to face to face 
meeting. Weekly meetings have included learning new 
back to basic skills. From fire lighting, tent pitching and 
using axe and saws. They have also made many meals 
on open fires including a full breakfast. With some 
restrictions lifting, this has meant that some of our older 
Scouts are managing to do Patrol camps all under the 
current guideline. Great for them to be back camping. 

Cubs have been up to many outdoor activities from 
team building blindfold trail, tug of war. even managing 
to pull Chil once they all pulled together! We have also 
completed our Athletes badge by running our own 
Olympic games. This included traditional running races, 
long jump and sack race. Recently the Cubs have had 
a night themed on America. This included saying the 
USA Cub promise and playing games from the USA and 
finishing off with burgers. 

Beavers also have done many activities again making the 
most of the outside. Grass sledging was a great highlight 
for them. Sandy our district Beaver leader came down 
and played games with Beavers before Investing 10 new   
Beavers to their colony. This is amazing. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Sign up for East Goscote’s Neighbourhood Watch Scheme! 

The Neighbourhood Watch scheme in Britain started in the early 1980s and has since grown 
to 150,000 watches covering 6 million households and roughly 10 million people. 

Neighbourhood Watch is the coming together of residents and the police with support from 
various authorities such as the local council and Police Authority. 

Its strength comes from the community looking out for each other involving simple, neighbourly tasks:

• Reporting suspicious activity to the police
• Sharing information on recent local crimes with neighbours (increasing vigilance & crime prevention awareness)
• Checking on vulnerable neighbours after an incident (creating a caring community)
• Discussing ongoing concerns with neighbours

We are looking to expand the scheme within the village. Membership is FREE. 

In order for you to receive lots of information regarding crime, scams and helpful tips and advice, please make contact 
(details below) and we will send you a Neighbourhood Watch consent form. 

For further information or to become a member please contact East Goscote Parish Council on 0116 260 2202 or via 
email (clerk@eastgoscotepc.org.uk).

@EastGoscoteScoutGroup

www.eastgoscotescouts.org.uk

@EGoscoteScouts
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CHURCH NEWS 
AFTERNOON TEA. Hi everyone we still haven’t got a 
date for restarting but hopefully it won’t be much longer. 
I am hoping it will be some time in September and will 
keep you all informed. I hope you all keep safe meanwhile.  
Thanks, Tricia and Jessie 

CRAFTY CRAFTERS. I am still awaiting for a date when 
we can restart our little group; hopefully it will be some 
time in September.  Meanwhile if you have any knitted 
teddies or blankets please let me know as Dawn is very 
kindly taking them to Intercare for us. Keep crafting and 
we will meet again. Xx  

Tricia Marsland

WANTED
A volunteer is wanted to care for the library garden. The 
volunteer will work as when they have time and will 
care for the area under the hedge and behind the meter 
cupboard. The Trustees will pay for equipment.

POCKET ROCKET GARDEN
The Pocket Rocket have been tending a part of the Library 
garden for the last three years. They have recently put in 
two heavy duty planting boxes. 

REARSBY BYPASS
The Rearsby bypass was officially opened by Charlotte Atkins, Minister of 

Transport, on 15th December 2004. 
A noisy but peaceful group of hunt supporters delayed proceedings!

A little bit of 
history -  
Leicester  
Mercury 1991
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G E GAMBLE & SONS
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

—–––––––––– ESTABLISHED 1830 —–––––––––

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST FOR
CARE, COMPASSION & CHOICE

57 HIGH STREET
SYSTON

LEICESTER
LE7 1GQ

TEL: 0116 2607500

A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS
OFFERING A  PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL

SERVICE 24 HOURS A DAY
FUNERALS ARRANGED IN THE COMFORT OF

YOUR OWN HOME OR AT OUR UNIQUE
17TH CENTURY THATCHED COTTAGE

www.gamblefunerals.co.uk
EMAIL: enquiries@gamblefunerals.co.uk

MEMBERS OF SAIF AND NAFD

LET OUR FAMILY LOOK AFTER YOUR FAMILY
FOR FREE ADVICE AND GUIDANCE

East Goscote • Long Furrow   Page 11



East Goscote • Long Furrow    Page 12



COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  

This is the first of what I hope will 
be a series of regular articles in the 
Long Furrow, keeping everyone 
updated about my work and 
that of the County Council.  I’m 
grateful to John Malpus and the 
Long Furrow magazine for giving 

me the opportunity to do this.     

On Thursday 6th May County Council elections took place 
and I am very honoured to have been re-elected to serve 
as your County Councillor for a further four years.  Thank 
you very much to everyone who supported me and I look 
forward to continuing my work for all residents in the years 
ahead. The other vote which took place on the 6th May was 
for Leicestershire’s Police & Crime Commissioner and that 
was won by the Conservative candidate Rupert Matthews.  
I’ve known Rupert for many years and believe he’ll do a 
great job with a focus on rural policing, I look forward to 
working with him on the policing issues which matter most 
to East Goscote.     

New scheme launched to boost skills, training and 
employment 

With the pandemic having changed the working lives of so 
many, Leicestershire County Council is launching a scheme 
to help residents get back on track, with help available to 
those seeking paid work or training for a new role.  Work 
+ is a free one-to-one service offering support, advice and 
information to people looking for secure paid employment 
the chance to learn new skills or to find out more about 
volunteering or becoming self-employed. 

Work + is open to everyone – from those who have never 
been employed to those who have lost their jobs due to the 
pandemic, been furloughed or who are at risk of redundancy. 
It will also help college leavers, graduates and agency staff 
on zero hour or temporary contracts.  Qualified personal 
advisers will offer impartial and professional advice to 
people from all backgrounds and support people on a one-
to-one basis. 

Appointments will initially be offered online due to the 
pandemic but later in the year face to face meetings will be 
held in local libraries and adult learning centres.  Everyone 
who signs up to the scheme will have the opportunity to 
have a tailored work plan drawn up for them, including clear 
targets and steps to achieve their goal.  Help will be given 
with CV and letter writing skills, job searches, interview 
techniques and digital training, self-employment advice and 
business support. 

 The Work+ team will also work directly with employers who 
may be in the unfortunate position of making redundancies 
and want to support their staff to find new employment.  To 
find out more or to register your interest contact the Work+ 
team on 0800 988 0308 or visit: www.leicestershire.gov.uk/
jobs-and-volunteering/skills-for-jobs/work 

New plan outlines ‘action for nature’ in Leicestershire 

Boosting biodiversity, looking after country parks and 
valuing the role of nature are at the heart of a brand-new 
blueprint designed to protect Leicestershire’s natural 
environment.  The county council is setting out a new 
approach to protecting and improving Leicestershire’s 
natural environment and biodiversity. 

Called ‘Action for Nature’, the plan sets out key areas to focus 
on, including rivers and wetlands and a decline in mature 
trees and grassland areas. It also identifies a number of 
broad areas for action including: 

• Improving the land management practices on land 
directly owned or managed by the council and 
supporting the tenants of council land to do the same

• Ensuring biodiversity is included in the development 
of council policies, plans and projects and adding 
value to the plans of other partner organisations 
where possible

• Supporting awareness raising and education on 
biodiversity

• Maintaining and developing local data on the county’s 
natural environment

• Identifying opportunities that benefit ecosystems on 
county council owned land

The document will provide a valuable foundation on which 
to respond to the proposed changes in the forthcoming 
Environment Bill. It will integrate with action to meet the 
council’s net zero ambitions and with wider actions to 
adapt to the changing climate. 

If you need my help with anything please do get in touch. 

Cllr James Poland CC  
Tel: 07764 966677  
Email: james.poland@leics.gov.uk  
Facebook: Cllr James Poland
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EAST GOSCOTE VILLAGE 
PLAN SURVEY
The Parish Council are gathering the views of residents to 
help plan for our village over the next five years. By working 
together, we can ensure we meet the needs of everyone. 

Do you plan to do any of these in the next five years. 
Move to a larger property

Move to a smaller property

Move out of the area

Other
If possible, please let us know your reasons for this…

Your answer

What type of housing do you think is needed in our village in the next five years?

Your answer

What are the top three things that you like best about our village?

Your answer

What additional community activities would you like to see for the residents of East Goscote? 
Please give your top three suggestions.

Your answer

Please cut out and post your completed form to the Parish Council Office at the Village Hall or scan the QR code to complete 
online by 31st August, 2021. Thank you for your time. The results of this survey will be published in The Long Furrow and 
the Parish Council website. 

Green Spaces

Speeding

Littering

Public Transport

Facilities for Adults

Facilities for Elderly People

Active Travel

What do you see as a priority for the village?  (Tick all that apply.)

Community Spaces

Sporting Facilities

Facilities for Children/
Young People

What are the top three things that you think should be improved?

Your answer
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EAST GOSCOTE PARISH COUNCIL   
Village improvements and information from the Parish 
Council this quarter: 

• There’s new play equipment at The Mound. Look out 
for the refurbishment of the well-used Sports Wall 
and the new Sputnik roundabout in the children’s 
play area replacing the well loved but worn out 
roundabout.

• Neighbourhood Watch can play a part in creating 
a safe and caring community. It’s free to join and 
brings you all the latest on scams and how to make 
you and yours that bit safer. See the Advertisement 
elsewhere in this edition.

• Free Summer Holiday Sports 
Coaching Club for children from 
2nd to 20th August. More details 
on the Parish Council website. Visit 
www.finding-fitness.co.uk/booking/. 
This opportunity if fully funded by 
the National Lottery.

• Leicestershire and Rutland wildlife experts Nature 
Spot now have a web page devoted to East Goscote 
Village. This page is funded by Leicestershire County 
Council as part of our Urban Wildlife Verge project. 

The trial verge on Long Furrow brookside has been 
surveyed by Nature Spot ecologists and 39 species 
already added to our page. Buzz over to 
www.naturespot.org.uk for more.

• Despite two Gladman planning applications for 270 
houses being refused, Charnwood Borough Council’s 
(CBC’s) Pre-Submission Local Plan still calls for 
223 houses in East Goscote. This is a consequence 
of a big increase in the Government’s assessment 
of housing need for this Borough. The Local Plan 
was considered by CBC Full Council on 12th July is 
now out for public consultation until 23rd August. 
Your last chance to have your say so check out the 
CBC website. Results of that consultation will be 
submitted to the Secretary of State and considered by 
the Planning Inspectorate.

• Gladman Update. The current application for 270 
houses in East Goscote has been called in by our 
Borough Councillor so it will be considered by the 
CBC Planning Committee. That may mean a site visit 
and an opportunity to have your say! No date has yet 
been set. Details of application P/20/2383/2 are on 
the CBC Planning Explorer.

SYSTON AND DISTRICT 
U3A COME OUT OF 
HIBERNATION   
Almost 18 months since COVID restrictions caused most 
activities to be suspended, Syston and District U3A is 
planning a re-launch. Plans are in hand for an Open Day 
on September 8th at the Grosvenor Function Room, giving 
Members the opportunity to re-establish much missed 
social contact, and offer others the chance to find out more 
about the wide range of interest groups on offer by being a 
U3A Member.  

During the course of the pandemic restrictions, and where 
Zoom and other channels of communication have allowed, 
the Executive Committee and several of the Groups have 
continued their activities. But, as we all know, there is 
no substitute for face-to-face interaction. In spite of this 
membership numbers have held up well, offering a clear 
demonstration of how valuable a service is provided by 
the U3A. As well as offering opportunities for individuals 
to expand their interests, express their talents and share 
their experiences, U3A helps to keep people in touch with 
each other, make new friends and combats the threat of 
loneliness and isolation.  

Founded in 2015 and serving not only Syston but 
surrounding areas such as Thurmaston, East Goscote, 
Rearsby, Queniborough and many others, the U3A rapidly 
attracted over 400 Members whose varied interests led to 
the formation of over 40 active interest Groups.  There is 
great optimism that these groups - and more – will return 
to their previous levels of activity when restrictions allow.  

Anyone interested in receiving more information about the 
U3A or the Open Day should contact the 

U3A Secretary, Brian King, by email on sadu3asecretary@
gmail.com.
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THE GREENER GOSCOTE PAGE
EAST GOSCOTE ON 
THE WILDLIFE  MAP 
Have you noticed how few insects there are about this 
year? It’s part of an ongoing decline in wildlife on which 
our very survival depends. No pollinators— no food for 
us or for anything else. Simple as that. Before that reduced 
yields, shortages, price rises. All over the County, councils 
and volunteers are working to reverse that decline. Here 
Greener Goscote is volunteering with the East Goscote 
Parish/Leicestershire County Council trial project on Long 
Furrow brookside. In June ecologists from Leicestershire 
and Rutland wildlife experts, NatureSpot, surveyed the 
verge and recorded 39 species (see photo)! Buzz over to 
www.naturespot.org.uk

OUR WAY FORWARD
Greener Goscote consists of a committee of Chair, Secretary 
and Treasurer and about 70 volunteers in a Facebook 
Group. Within the limitations of Covid we achieve quite 
a lot. Litter picks, including three during the Great British 
Spring Clean (photo), managing a busy recycling centre, 
the wildlife verge, colourful raised beds at the Pavilion 
drive, a biodiversity garden (37 species so far), supporting 
other groups and our promotional work. But how do we 
take it to the next stage? Involve more people especially the 
young, raise more funds, do more good stuff to make our 
village greener and more beautiful? 

USEFUL CONTACTS:
Environment Action Volunteers promote home 
composting and sustainable household waste management 
on behalf of the Leicestershire Waste Partnership. For 
free advice on composting, recycling and for information 
on Greener Goscote contact David on 2600239 or 
07873852372 or david.cannon9@btinternet.com.

Other useful links: www.lesswaste.org.uk, www.lrrn.
info, www.completewasters.co.uk, www.recyclenow.com, 
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com, www.leics.gov.uk, www.
charnwood.gov.uk, www.keepbritaintidy.org, www.hubbub.
org.uk WasteNot Leicestershire & Weigh Hey Charnwood 
on Facebook. https://bluecampaignhub.com 
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The one with the right advice  
…. is closer than you think

Expert knowledge and advice on a  
wide range of legal matters 

We’re just a phone call away, so get in 
touch today,  on 0116 242 6036 

• Litigation/Dispute Resolution
• Family/Divorce/Children
• Personal Injury
• Criminal Law
• Property 
• Wills/Probate/Trusts
• Powers of Attorney
• Employment        

EAST GOSCOTE PARISH COUNCIL FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 14.04.2021

INCOME 2020 2021 EXPENDITURE 2020 2021
BALANCE BF  £69,636.48 £67,717.66 

ADMIN/STAFF  £41,841.95  £37,690.26 
VAT REFUNDED  £5358.89  £6620.77 OPEN SPACES:  £16,724.17  £30,751.01 
PRECEPT:  £58,000.00  £58,700.00 V.H.M.C:  £1600.00 
INTEREST:  £839.27  £523.55 FREE 2P:  £7827.74  £4717.62 
PITCH RENTS:  £2702.50  £2040.00 VAT:  £4303.57  £6385.46 
MISC INC:  £4666.04  £8214.10 COUNCIL VAN:  £1288.09  £1165.87 
DOG BAGS/TENNIS  £0.00  £208.00 
PETTY CASH  £100.00  £100.00 

TOTAL: £71,666.70 £76,406.42 TOTAL  £80,710.22 
UNPAID CHEQUES £ CURR ACC:  £ 877.69 

DEP ACC  £ 62,500.00 
CASH  £36.17 

TOTAL  £144,124.08 TOTAL  £144,124.08 

HONOUR FOR SYSTON 
BOWLERS
In a short, Covid-delayed presentation ceremony held on 
8th June, Syston Bowling Club paid homage to two of their 
most respected Members. 
Dave Fox is the longest serving Member of the Club, 
having joined as long ago as 1977.  
Val Foreman is the current Administrative Director 

(Company Secretary) of the Club.  Her award is in rec-
ognition of the way in which she has worked tirelessly for 
the Club and its Members, over many years and in several 
capacities.    
In making the presentations, Club Chairman and 
President, Pete Murray, thanked them both for their loyalty 
to and support for the Club over the years, holding them 
both up as role models for the next generation of Members 
to follow. 
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Afternoon Tea  Tricia Marsland  0116 2609088
ATC Plt Officer  Andy Gaunt  0742 5171549
Beavers  Johanne Draycott  0798 1101644
Beedles Lake Golf Club  0116 2606759
Bizzy Bees  Rachel Laverty          07908781652
Borough Councillor  Laurie Needham  07807399879
Brownies  Rosemary Fraser  07981812955
Broomfield School   0116 2606704
Charnwood B. Council  01509 263151
Charnwood Recycling and Composting 01509 634563
Charnwood W. I.  Sharon Astill   07849888752 
Cubs  Jayne Disney  0116 2608786
Daisy Chain  Natalie Palfreyman  0116 2607923
E G Parish Council  Liz Pizer  0116 2602202
East Goscote Stores and Off-Licence 01162606236
E.G United Football Club:
Academy (Foundation Yr 3)  07486531608
Girls teams membership  07486531608
U11 boys (Sch. Year 5) Jon Day  07794973216
Environment Action David Cannon 07873852372
Friends of Broomfield Nicola Drage  07813132715 
Friendship Club  Gill Mason  0116 2601977 
Greener Goscote David Cannon 07873852372
LCC Councillor  James Poland        07764966677
Guides  Rachel Laverty          07791731828  
 Michelle Baker          07872066509
East Goscote Library   0116 3053510
LCC Mountsorrel Tip  0116 3050001
Messy Church  Rev Tim Day  0116 3486896
MP Edward Argar  0116 2693789
Neighbourhood Watch          01162602202

Pocket Rocket Pre-School 07414253969
Pharmacy   0116 2606734
Plough   0116 2640444
Police: Emergencies dial 999, non emergency dial 101
Scout Group/Hut   0116 2605457
Scouts  Dawn Manning  0784 312 2313
St Hilda’s Bookings  Tricia Marsland  0116 2609088
St Hilda’s  Vicar Rev Tim Day  0116 3486896
Syston Bowling Club   0116 2692105
Syston Catholic Ch.  Anthony Pateman  0116 2608476
Syston Methodist Ch. Daniel Yovan  0116 2603296
Syston Model Railway John Malpus  0116 2609789
Syston Volunteers  Mark  0116 2607888
Tree Warden  Martin Webbon 0116 2602202
Village Hall Bookings  0116 2602202
Weigh Hey   07823889088 
Wreake Runners  Dave Palmer  07710 448253
Wreake Valley Lions  Mrs C Grimes  0116 2608412
Wreake Valley Rotary Club   John Squire  0116 2592788
Wreake Valley Youth Club   Carol Baxter  0116 2608858
Village Faults/Emergences  07739553380

If you’re a member of a group which is providing a 
service to the community please contact us with up 
to date details.

East Goscote Parish Council Offices are  
at the side of the Village Hall

Monday  09.30 to 12.30 hrs
Tuesday  09.30 to 15.00 hrs
Wednesday  Closed
Thursday  9.30 to 12.30 hrs 
Friday  Closed

Contact  Liz Pizer (Clerk) 0116 260 2202 
Website: eastgoscotepc.org.uk

EAST GOSCOTE PARISH COUNCIL
Meetings of the Parish Council are generally held at 
6:30pm on the second Wednesday in each month. 
Any variation of date or time can be found on the 

notice boards, the apps or the website. Currently, the 
meetings are held remotely. 

Printed by
SCOTIA PRESS

St Peters Street, Syston.
Published by

LONG FURROW EDITORIAL PANEL

Parish Phone App/New  
Website 
The success of the website 
and the App continues. 
The website has had 9809  
page views over the last 
12 months and the parish 
app has had a total of 889 
downloads. 

DOWNLOAD IN THE 
APP STORE. 
SEARCH “EAST 
GOSCOTE PARISH  
COUNCIL”
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