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Good evening, this is your Chairman’s report for 2015.

Council and Staff:  

This has been a challenging year for the East Goscote Parish Council. Throughout the year we lost a total of 9 Councillors between June and March leaving the council inquorate. The resigning Councillors were Cllrs Walton, Kyle, Black, Loseby, Beaver, Lewin, Merry Howe, Barber and Cadle.  Many were very experienced Councillors who had put a lot of work into the village over the years.  A Special thank you to all those hard working Councillors.

Charnwood Borough Council stepped in and co-opted three of their Councillors (Cllr Vardy, Jones and Duffy) so that we could continue with our business. Borough Cllr Duffy resigned in January once more new members were co-opted, so that she could concentrate on her Borough Councillor issues.
New co-options were Cllr Malpus, Gerrard, and Porter.  We now have 7 Councillors in post until the elections in May.

Two Councillors undertook general training this year to improve their knowledge; Cllrs Lander and Merry Howe.
Cllr Walton attending a funding training course. 

We have also experienced staffing problems this year with our Clerk being on sick leave for a few months and our caretaker also taking sick leave in February. Our staff team continue to work extremely hard to ensure the village was provided with the support and services it needed.

Our Administration Assistant – Anna Jay, who joined us in March 2014 resigned in November 14.  Cathy Duffy stood in to keep the office functional and open to the public whilst the clerk was off sick.

Our new assistant Caroline Taylor commenced in Position on 1st March 2015 and is thoroughly enjoying the role. 

The Vehicle Activated Speed Signs: 
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The signs that we share with other Villages have been situated in various locations within the Village. 
You will notice that the VAS has been in situ between January and March 2015. 
Unfortunately we could not re-run our speedwatch scheme this year as we did not get the community volunteers offering their help.

Planning Applications:

During the year 15 planning Applications have been considered by the Parish Council.
Section 106 Funding – Rearsby Roses
In December 2012 the appointed Parish Councillors considered all the relevant facts before deciding on the allocation of the Section 106 funding.  Charnwood’s principle officer negotiated the requirements based on the identified deficiencies within the open spaces strategy which was a tennis court, pathway to meet the court, street furniture ie bench/bin, and CCTV to protect the village green play area. The amount we are due to receive is £42,360. Funding will be released on the occupation of the 20th dwelling which we expect to be in the next few months.  The tennis court site location has been agreed to be on the Jubilee playing fields, avoiding any existing football pitches.
Vandalism:
The cost of vandalism March 14 – March 15 amounted to £800 which is relatively low compared to other years. In 2013/4 the vandalism cost to the village was  £459.00. 
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Dog Fouling: 
This continues to be a constant complaint received by the Clerk and Councillors, this is despite the fact that nearly 45,000 dog poo bags have been issued to residents this year and there being a plentiful supply of bins around the Village.
	Details of the issue of dog bags 
	2012
	2013
	2014

	Free issue Dog bags
	26,750
	29,000
	30,900

	Purchased Bags
	    11,250
	    11,950
	    13,800

	Total Bags Issued
	    38,000
	    40,950
	    44,700

	Total Cost
	  £451.75


	 £404.92
	   £535.30


Allowing your dog to foul without clearing up afterwards is totally unacceptable behaviour and we need YOUR help to catch those people responsible for spoiling our streets and green spaces. If you know an environmental offender, call 01509 634564 or email: cleaner.greener@charnwood.gov.uk.
The Council arranged a second free dog micro-chipping event at the pavilion in March funded by the Dogs Trust. This was very successful with 18 dogs attending and receiving free microchips.
Village Hall: 
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The Village Hall Committee are still doing a great job maintaining the hall, and managing the bookings and finances. Although party bookings have been down of late, there are still many users of our village hall. 
The car park has been lit throughout the winter from 5pm – 9pm giving users a much safer environment when getting in and out of their cars.

The committee continue to invest in the hall floor having it stripped and polished and the badminton lines painted on – this is a lot better than the previous tape –style lining system.  
A new cooker was purchased in March 14, and the boiler fault has been solved.

Our cleaner Vicky Dunsmore who joined us in September 2013 is doing a great job.
East Goscote Library
The Parish Council conducted a village survey to ask if residents wished to help volunteer to run the library, or if they were happy to keep the library in its current format and pay an additional sum on their council tax to keep the village library. Results were announced in the Long Furrow Magazine.
The Parish council did not wish to take over the management of the library at this time, and to that end, Mr J Malpus has formed a volunteer group and Management Committee who will be meeting in April to look at submitting a business plan to the County Council in an effort to keep our village library open, and managed by volunteers.  The Parish Council has offered their support and awaits details of what form of support the committee require.

Planting Trees and Hedges
The Parish Council in partnership with Leics County Council “Trees make Hedges” scheme and the Woodland Trust have planted 575 Hedging Plants and 25 trees around the mound.
Playing Field Lease
Our Clerk has worked extremely hard this year regarding the lease on our playing fields with Charnwood Borough Council which dated back to 1980. As part of the “Parish projects 5% scheme” the council agreed a loan which meant an additional rent for the 21year term.  When this lease was extended due to the building of the scout hut, this additional rent, continued to be charged.  After much work the Clerk managed to secure a refund from Charnwood Borough Council of £26,278 in July 14.

This means that our budgets can be high, whilst the council tax charged to residents remains stable.  This year we are investing £17,500 to upgrade our play area, whilst no increase has been made to residents in their council tax bills.
Bus Shelter

The Parish Council in partnership with Leics County Council has funded a new bus shelter for the Long Furrow/Swallows Dale Junction.  This was following a petition received by 32 residents.

Relocation of Post Office
Following consultations last year with regards to the relocation of the post office, we are pleased to see the village are still offered this service, which has been relocated to our local newsagents.
Next Year’s Projects Include:

For next year we hope to upgrade the play equipment on the village green play area outside the school, will be renewing the gates on our Lilac Way play area to include enhanced safety mechanisms, and will also be looking at our bus shelters to renew/repair.

Just a reminder to you all that the council operate a mailing list and should you wish to be included please email eastgoscoteparishcouncil@gmail.com putting “Mailing List” in the subject line of your email.
Elections

The Parish Council elections take place on May 7th 2015.

The deadline for nominations is 9th April 2015 so we will know if there is going to be a Parish Council election this year.

Thank You’s:

Thanks to all Councillor’s past and present for all their support, particularly my Vice Chairman Eric Vardy who was only appointed on a temporary basis, but from whom I have learnt a great deal, to our hard working Borough Councillor Cathy Duffy and County Councillor Dave Houseman MBE.

Thanks to a brilliant Staff Team : Nick Shivers and Peter Rowlatt for their hard work in keeping this village up to an extremely high standard for East Goscote Parish Council .
To PCSO Brian Geeson for the time he spends on our village,  
To Parish Clerk Mrs Liz Pizer for all her hard work in managing the village, the pavilion and the village hall, and for her personal support to me this past year. 
Thank you to the East Goscote Village Preschool staff and everyone who came together, to make the East Goscote Christmas celebrations such a fantastic community event. 
And Finally to all the people of East Goscote who have not only supported me, but the Parish Council, throughout this year to ensure our village continues to flourish. 
S Lander
Sally Lander
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