The East Goscote
Community Magazine

Editorial

Long Furrow is published by the editorial panel,
made up of residents of East Goscote

Following the last issue, we received complaints from 2
local organisations who felt their articles had not been
published in full and that they had not received due
consultation regarding this.

EDITORIAL PANEL
Simon and Steph Bradshaw (editors)
25 Ploughmans Lea
East Goscote
07729 235169

We would like to point out that the magazine only has
28 pages, and that as a non-profit organisation, a
certain amount of the editorial space has to be
reserved for advertisements in order to cover printing
costs.

Ian Clarke (treasurer)
205 Long Furrow
East Goscote
0116 260 4426

We are left then having to find space for all the
editorial sent to us by the local organisations, we
always try to ensure that all groups are fairly
represented, but if space is lacking we retain the right
to edit articles accordingly.

John Malpus 260 9789
Sue Round 260 7774
Dave Cannon 260 6773
Dennis Bishop 260 7410

We have no fixed agenda whatsoever regarding any
group, and are happy to print whatever is sent to us
providing it meets with our guidelines.

COPY DEADLINES

We are extremely appreciative of all the work done by
the volunteers on our village, I would also like to point
out that the long Furrow is also run by volunteers and
that the editorial team spent over 20 hours of their
own time assembling the magazine and our delivery
team spend twice that amount bringing it to the
residents doors in all weathers.

May 1st 2014
August 1st 2014
November 1st 2014
February 1st 2015
PUBLICATION DATES
Mid May 2014
Mid August 2014
Mid November 2014
Mid February 2015

We are happy to receive comments from our readers
regarding what they would like to see in their
magazine, I would ask however that those comments
are e-mailed to us using the e-mail address for the
magazine; this will allow us to respond in writing to the
sender.

Please note that all photographs that appear in the
Long Furrow are copyright and cannot be used
without the owner’s permission

I hope this helps to clarify our position

Kind Regards

Simon
and
Steph Bradshaw

ADVERTISING
Until further notice, we will charge £8 for our smallest
ad.( one eighth of a page). The cost of other size adverts
are: £15 for 1/4 page, £30 for 1/2 page and £55 for a full
page. If you pay for 4 issues in advance, a 10% discount
will be given. Circulation of the magazine is about 1200
copies, delivered free to all businesses and residential
addresses in East Goscote.

Long Furrow retains the right to edit or refuse articles if it is
deemed necessary. Anonymous items will not be published
unless details of the writer are made known confidentially, to
the editor of the Long Furrow.

When using these businesses, please tell them that you
have seen their advert in the magazine. Some advertisers
have expressed satisfaction at the support given to them
by our readers. Thank you !

The views expressed in the Long Furrow are those of the
contributors, and do not necessarily represent those of the
editorial panel.
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HELP FOR HEROES
SATURDAY 14TH JUNE 10.30AM—4PM ST HILDAS CHURCH
CENTRE
Please come along and support this event, if you would like to hold a stall, Please
contact Trisha on 0116 260 9088, There will be items for sale for Help For Heroes,
Badges, Lapel Pins and Bracelets
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East Goscote Village Pre-School
A big hello from all the staff and children at Pre-School.
As the spring term comes to an end and the summer one begins we continue to explore lots of
activities and learning experiences in our busy happy Pre-School. During Spring term we had great
fun in our role play area and used our creative imagination to make a fantastic Chinese restaurant
which included all of the Chinese new year celebrations.
The children supported sports relief by completing an obstacle course which linked in really
nicely with our sports relief bake off where we made some delicious jam tarts.
We have had a great response to our recent sensory and investigation equipment and materials
that we purchased this term, items including:
Sensory bags, full of squishy stuff for the children to manipulate and explore,
Sand and liquid timers, to develop the concept of time,
Huge magnets, and other magnetic equipment, which had endless possibilities to develop
construction skills.
We were very proud to receive positive feedback from the senior special needs team regarding our care,
consideration and knowledgeable support that we ensure all of our children receive as individuals.
At East Goscote Pre-School we pride ourselves with providing a safe, happy and creative environment which
allows your child to grow independently but understand the importance of working as a team, we always
provide excellent learning opportunities which follow the Early years guidelines.
If you would like to know more, come and join us, give us a call, (07756312171) or visit us any morning 9am12pm Monday-Friday.
We look forward to meeting you and helping your child’s learning journey begin, who knows what we will
learn together.

Sally, Lisa, Leigh, Vicky, Donna & Elaine.

Wigston Blinds &
Awnings
Affordable blinds supplied, delivered & fitted
We offer:
Conservatory, Vertical, Wood, Venetian, Wood
Weave, Roller, UPVC Perfect fit, Roman,
Aluminium, Pleated & more

Telephone
0116 2604729
07442 500191
East Goscote Based

http://www.wigstonblinds.co.uk/
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Agricultural
Company & Partnership
Employment
Family & Divorce
Financial Services Claims
Intellectual Property

0116 344 0210
Fax 0116 254 4870
1255 Melton Road, Syston
Leicester LE7 2JT

Landlord & Tenant
Litigation & Disputes

0116 255 1811
Fax 0116 254 4870
22 De Montfort Street
Leicester LE1 7GB

Property Conveyancing

0116 264 3430
Fax 0116 278 7269
33 Leicester Road, Blaby
Leicester LE8 4GR

Trust & Tax Planning
Wills & Probate
Free initial consultations are
available at our legal clinic held
at East Goscote Library on
Thursday 15th May and
Thursday 5th June 2014
between 2.30pm and 4.30pm

01530 835041
Fax 01530 811778
39-41 Belvoir Road
Coalville LE67 3PD

email: info@josiahhincks.co.uk
www.josiahhincks.co.uk
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Community
Speed Watch
East Goscote Parish Council are working with the
Leicestershire County Council and Leicestershire Police to monitor Speeding Vehicles in this
area.
To do this we need volunteers, just like you, to help the scheme succeed.
Learn to use a Speed Radar Gun
Previously we have had successful results with over 300 cars caught speeding!
Sessions are usually 1 hour, if you have some time free to help,
Please contact Councillor Roger Merry-Howe
Tel. 07443050168 or
Email liz.pizer@virgin.net
Let’s make East Goscote a Safer Place
WHY I TOOK PART IN SPEEDWATCH 2013
I volunteered last year because I was concerned by the speed of vehicles around the village, particularly along Long
Furrow and Melton Road.
After training I went out on my first watch with an experienced volunteer. Armed with our radar speed-gun we stood at
the side of Long Furrow early one morning and very soon recorded our first offender (38mph in a 30mph zone). My
concerns were more than justified when a short while later a vehicle was recorded at 57 mph: nearly double the speed
limit!
The speed-gun gave a reading very quickly and operated at long distances. A reading could be taken before a driver had
time to react and brake after spotting us in our hi-vis jackets. Amazingly, some drivers did not reduce speed at all; some
even accelerated although already over the limit! Unless I'd experienced it I wouldn't have believed it.
During the 2013 Speedwatch 293 drivers were reported for exceeding the speed limits. 98% were travelling at speeds
between 36 mph and 49 mph. The point of the campaign is not to catch drivers but to reduce average speeds around the
village by persuading drivers to think more consciously about their speed on what are essentially residential roads. This
year I hope we will record far fewer.
I was shocked at how little consideration some drivers had when driving on our village roads. It appears that there is
always a "reason" for exceeding the speed limit but I would like such drivers to think about their responsibility when at
the wheel of a potentially lethal machine. This village has a large population of elderly people and young children; both
categories that cannot always respond quickly to danger or even recognise it until it is too late.
If you're thinking of volunteering I'd say "give it a try; it will open your eyes!" and you'll be contributing to road safety
around the village.
And a final thought for drivers: if a journey of 5 miles at 40 mph takes 7½ minutes and reducing your speed to 30 mph
increases your journey time by just 2½ minutes, are those 2½ minutes so crucial that you'd risk an accident?
If they are, why not set off 2½ minutes earlier?
Roger Merry-Howe
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Unleash
your potential
Visit our Adult Learning
Courses and Training Event
Wednesday 18 June 2014
4pm to 7.30pm
Abbey Park Campus
Painter Street
Leicester LE1 3WA
leicestercollege.ac.uk/adultlearning
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Last term we said farewell to Nell, Brooke and Grace who have moved on to Brownies
and welcomed Rosie, Lidia, Jaime-Leigh and Lexi to Rainbows.
We had a fun term blowing bubbles, talking about what we would do if we were in
charge, working in teams to design an outfit for a Rainbow and eating ping pong popcorn in order to earn a Rainbows Roundabout Badge.
We decorated cup cakes for our mums and invited them in to join us for a cup of tea
to celebrate Mother’s day.
For our last session we held an Easter Eggstravaganza where we were joined by Rainbows from Queniborough and Rearsby. We carried out craft activities and had a blindfold egg and spoon obstacle course!
It was great to meet up with our friends from other units and we look forward to seeing them again.
This term the girls have decided what they would like to do for their next badge and we have lots of outdoor activities planned including parachute games, football and taking photos on a walk through the countryside.
We are very lucky at Rainbows to have lots of young leaders helping us every week however we require
another adult volunteer to help run our weekly sessions. If you think you could spare about an hour and a
half each week on a Monday evening please phone me on the number below.
We also have spaces for girls, if your daughter is between 5 and 7 years old and thinks she would like to
join us, please go to the girlguiding website www.girlguiding.org.uk click on the ‘parents’ tab at the top of
the homepage and ‘register your daughter’.
Sue Riley (Rowan) 07508053901
Mel, Alex, Grace, Anna, Jade and Zara

Watermead Challenge 2014.
The fifth Watermead Challenge charity run takes place on Tuesday 8 th July at 7pm at
Watermead Country Park.
This is both a five mile and three mile run, which this year supports the textellis.com charity
of Syston. As usual it is organised by The Rotary Club of the Wreake Valley.
This is your opportunity to set a personal best time or enter a run for the
first time. The course is mostly off road on flat tracks around the lovely
lakes of Watermead Country Park. The event regularly attracts over two
hundred entrants so don’t delay and get your entry in today.
Full details can be found at www.wreakevalleyrotary.org.uk.
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Sport Relief
We recently ran a mile for Sport Relief. Our Year 6 children were the ‘hares’ for our Key
Stage 1 children and both Miss Allison and Miss Jex were ‘hares’ for Key Stage 2.
It was a fantastic afternoon and we were joined by many families and thankfully the
weather was kind to us. The children ran really well and together and raised an
amazing £180.70 for Sport Relief. Well done everyone!

RADIO 2

500 Words Story Competition

Several entries from each class were submitted into the Radio 2 Story writing
completion. We are delighted that Isabel in Year 6 has been shortlisted! Well done
Isabel and good luck with the rest of the competition.

Broomfield Eco-Club

REDUCE RE-USE RE-CYCLE REPAIR because if you don’t nothing will be
there!
Our Eco club have been busy this term. We have been litter picking around school
during Waste Week and Olivia and Amy have been keeping penalty charts on which
classes who leave the lights on when the class is empty!
The new veggie beds are built and nearly ready for each class to start planting.
During the summer term, we will be making wind chimes from old bicycle wheels and
tin cans from the kitchen and visiting a local Eco Green Flag school to see how they run
their club. We have also started a sewing club to teach the children how to mend their
clothes.
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Charnwood Arts
Art and Religious Education week
This term we have been fortunate to have worked alongside Charnwood Arts for a week. The
children were engaged in dance, screen printing, painting and other activities in order to
develop their understanding of a wide range of different cultures and religions.
The completed work is on display in the hall and the Leicester Mercury were invited to see
what the children had been learning about. It was a very interesting week and the children
enjoyed taking part in the different workshops.

ADMISSIONS
It is never too early to register your child for School. The school follows the admissions policy
of Leicestershire County Council, a copy of which is available from this link : http://
www.leics.gov.uk/admissions or by via our website www.broomfieldprimaryschool.co.uk.
We currently have 9 classes which range from 21 to 32 pupils per class. Children start at
Broomfield in the Autumn Term following their 4th birthday. We encourage all prospective
parents to take a look around our lovely school. There will be an open day in November, look
at for further information in the next issue.

Broomfield Primary School, off Ploughmans Lea, East Goscote, Leics.LE7 3ZQ, Tel:
0116 2606704

www.broomfieldprimaryschool.co.uk

1st East Goscote Brownies
At 1st East Goscote Brownies, we had a very exciting start to the year.
Some of our Brownies took part in a huge show at the Demontfort Hall, called Kaleidoscope, to
celebrate 100 years since the Brownie section of Girlguiding began.
Our District commissioner Becky Laughton and Julie Potter (our most enthusiastic Mum) also took
part, much to the delight of the girls.
Other birthday celebrations include an activity day at Topstones, our local campsite and on Saturday
7th June, we are joining 1500 Brownies all over the County for a sleepover.
The venues include, Conkers, Twin Lakes, Twycross Zoo and the Space Centre. We were lucky enough
to get the Space Centre and look forward to it with great excitement.
During the summer term, we are also visiting the animals at Brooksby college, holding a sports day,
making gifts for Fathers Day and finishing the term with a fishing trip.
Should you have a child between 7 and 10 years old who would be interested in joining us, Please
contact
Mrs. R. Fraser on 0116 2602912 or call in at The Village Hall between 6pm and 7.30pm on a Thursday
night.
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A new vicar has been appointed for St. Hilda’s East Goscote and for St. Michael’s,
Thurmaston. He is the Rev. Tim Day from Enderby and has been an assistant curate at
Holy Apostles Parish Church. He and his family will live at the Vicarage on Melton Road
in Thurmaston. Tim will be licensed at St. Hilda’s on Wednesday 25 June at 7.30 p.m.
in a service conducted by the Bishop. We are very much looking forward to his arrival.
The Fosse Team are celebrating the first year of our mission partnership with the
churches of Birstal and Wanlip. There will be a weekend of celebration on 10/11 May
with the Bishop our guest of honour.
We would like to thank the children of Messy Church for the beautiful banner that they
made for Palm Sunday. It depicts Jesus on the donkey. It is very colourful and looks
splendid hung up in church. I am hoping that they might make another one later on,
perhaps for Harvest.
We have a mystery to solve! We would be grateful for any information concerning 7
wooden chairs that were left outside the church on Thursday 17 April. We have no clue
as to who has left them there or why. Is another church somewhere expecting them to
be delivered to them and we have them by mistake? We would love to know.
Jane Mercy Church Warden

EAST GOSCOTE LIBRARY
Summer Reading Challenge 2014 – Mythical Maze
Children aged 4-12 can take part in a mythical adventure at their local library this
summer. Mythical Maze is an exciting reading challenge taking place in all Leicestershire
libraries, including mobiles from 5th July.
Sign up for FREE. Read six books throughout the summer as you navigate your way around the
labyrinth that will introduce you to fantastical creatures from the world of legend and
mythology. Children will collect stickers and incentives including a glow in the dark wristband as
they read their books and will be rewarded with a certificate and medal when they complete the
challenge.
It is to promote the national Summer Reading Challenge for primary school children which takes
place in libraries throughout the summer holidays. Last year nearly 12,000 children took part in
Leicestershire alone.
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Sally Lander on 0116 2694835
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East Goscote United FC
Contact Telephone Numbers
Under 5s

Nick Clayton

07745546850

Under 6s

Dexter / Tom Borland 07801535040

Under 7s John Day

07794973216

Under 8s Tom Borland

07801535040

Under 9s Girls Georgia Kirk

07860585056

Under 10s

Nick Clayton

07745546850

Under 11s Girls Simon Riley

07903378614

Under 13s Girls Paul Kirk

07860585056
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Supporting the education of
the children of East Goscote

Summer is coming!
Hello from FOBS! We have had a busy time since Christmas with two end of term discos and
another two heats of the Great Broomfield Bake Off. All have been very well supported and
I am pleased to report that Broom are now in the Bake Off lead with only Wild Rose to go.
The House whose bake sale raises the most money will be presented with a new Shield in
assembly towards the end of term.
The biggest thing to report is our final community event of the year, the Broomfield Party in
the Park. This event is a celebration of all things summer and will take place on Saturday 21
June 2 to 4pm on the school playing field. There will be stalls, games, food and
entertainment so watch out for more details in book bags or on posters around the village.
If you would like to book a stall please get in touch by emailing dr.diane.aston@gmail.com.
Finally thank you to all that have supported FOBS this year, we are well on our way to
achieving our £5000 target to help to improve the school’s IT provision.
Have a great summer!
Diane Aston
Chair of FOBS
Dr.diane.aston@gmail.com or 07968 450577.

CRAFTY CRAFTERS
We are a group of ladies that meet on Tuesday evenings at St Hildas Church Centre. We
knit, crochet, cross stitch and make cards. All we do is for various charities, Intercare,
LRI Neo-Natal Unit, Age UK, are the many recipients, but we also help
local folk if needed. If you would like to know more just call into the
church Centre on a Tuesday evening from 7pm , have a cup of tea and
join us in helping others.
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Souter
Bathrooms Ltd

Need A Plumber Or
Electrician?
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22nd
Leicester
Boys Brigade

It is with sad regret the East
Goscote Boys Brigade has
closed for the summer break
early due to a staff shortage.
In order for us to continue our
good work and start a fresh in
september we urgently need
Adult helpers or ex members
of the company to help run the
5 to 8yrs. Anchor boys.
If you are able to spare an hour
a week on a wednesday after
CRB checks then please give
me a ring on 01664 850795
after 8pm. as soon as possible.`
kind regards
Jeff.Matthews

(captain 22nd Leicester Boys Brigade).

£30

On 01162608786

Please visit our website for more information
www.smartvaletinguk.com
Contact us free: 0800 54 22 796
Or mobile: 07949518366
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email: info@meynellfunerals.co.uk
www.meynell-funerals.co.uk
28 Wellington Street, Syston, Leicestershire LE7 2LG

Keeping it in the family…………………………….

Chris meynelL

If ever you need to contact Chris Meynell and Family, that is
exactly who you will be dealing with – Chris or a member of
his family. Chris and his Wife Kathryn, have been local to
Syston and the surrounding areas for over forty years and
along with their four children have been very much part of
the local community. Chris, his son Matthew and his
Daughter In Law Victoria, all have roles within the business.
Not only have many of the family worked in Syston for many
years, all of them have been active members in the local
church, sporting clubs or social organisations. As a member
of the Girl’s Brigade, Victoria has very fond memories
stomping the Broomfield assembly hall playing her trumpet
and practicing marching!!

& fa mily

funeral directors
Independent, Local Family Run Service
Over 15 Years Experience
Available 24/7 for Emergencies
Arranging in the Comfort of your Own Home
Traditional Hearse & Limousine
Horsedrawn Carriage, Motorcycle Hearse etc
Professional, Qualified Staff

It is because of this strong feeling of family and community,
along with his vocation of Funeral Director, that Chris has
taken the step of opening his own business on Wellington
Street in the centre of Syston. It is increasingly common for
small, local family businesses to be taken over by larger
companies or they are simply sold outside of the family. The
benefit of using Chris Meynell & Family Funeral Directors is
their devotion, personal pride and long term commitment to
the local community. As a Father, Grandfather and Great
Grandfather Chris is more focused on families – not profits.
There are no shareholders to please or head office to answer
to. Families are their number one priority. “When you suffer
the loss of a family member or friend, it is very comforting to
know your Funeral Director is a member of your community.
We endeavour to create a personal relationship which leads
to a unique, sensitive service on every occasion. Most
people find it easier to deal with people you know and the
relaxed, flexibility that comes with that relationship – we
feel the same”.

Funerals from £965 plus Disbursements
Pre Paid Funeral Plans
Free Consultations

Tel: 0116 260 7954

email: info@meynellfunerals.co.uk
www.meynell-funerals.co.uk
28 Wellington Street, Syston, Leicestershire LE7 2LG

We have been serving the community for nearly two years
now and we have been overwhelmed by the support we
have received from the local community and surrounding
areas. We have been busy during that time getting involved
in the community, developing our premises and are proud to
be Patrons of the local bowls club for a second year. We also
raised money for the Syston and District Volunteer Centre at
the Syston Carnival which we hope to do this again this year
as we had so much positive feedback. Our stall sold delicious
homemade cupcakes and “Never Forgotten” balloons –
come and see us this year!

NOW OPEN
OUR NEW OFFICE AT
1255 MELTON ROAD SYSTON LE7 2JT
If you have any enquiries please contact us on 0116 3440210

We offer free support, advice and consultations. Pre-paid
and pre-arranged funerals are also available.

Leicester Office

22 De Montfort Street
Leicester
LE1 7GB

If you have any questions or enquiries, please contact Chris
Meynell & Family Funeral Directors at 28 Wellington Street,
Syston, LE7 2LG. Tel 0116 2607954 Email
info@meynellfunerals.co.uk

Tel: 0116 2551811

Blaby Office

33 Leicester Road
Blaby
Leicester LE8 4GR

Tel: 0116 2643430

www.josiahhincks.co.uk
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Coalville Office

39-41 Belvoir Road
Coalville
Leicestershire LE67 3PD

Tel: 01530 835041

info@josiahhincks.co.uk

East Goscote Parish Council News
This is your Chairman’s report for 2014.
Council and Staff:
This has been a successful year for the East Goscote Parish Council. Although we have lost a
very hardworking Councillor Yvonne Smith who resigned in August 2013. I would like to thank
her for the hard work over the 9 years she gave to the village and the village hall. In March 2014
we also received a resignation from Karen McCalman who joined the council in November 2011.
Three Councillors undertook training this year to improve their knowledge; Kelly Barber , Michelle
Cadle and Bob Black. The clerk also updated her knowledge by attending an employment law
training course.
The future for East Goscote looks challenging due to cut backs by local government, handed
down to County Council. As a parish council we have a choice of either paying to keep our
village to a high standard or being affected by the cut-backs. One major issue is the library
which we will be in consultation with the local community to establish if this can be a communityrun library.
We have two new Councillors Mr Roger Merry-Howe who joined in May 2013 and Tracey Beaver
who joined in September 2013.
Cathy Duffy left our employment in November 2013 to pursue her personal interests. She
remains our Borough Councillor and continues to work hard for the village.
We have a new Administration Assistant – Anna Jay, who joined us in March 2014 and who is
thoroughly enjoying the role.
We currently have one vacancy on the council and hope to be co-opting a new member in May
2014.
Our staff team continue to work extremely hard led by our very experienced clerk Liz Pizer.

The Vehicle Activated Speed Signs:
The signs that we share with other Villages have been situated in various locations within the
Village.
We have experienced some technical difficulties but had the VAS from February until the end of
April 2014. The police have also carried out speed checks.
The worst areas were Melton Road and Long Furrow. We hope to run the speedwatch scheme
again during 2014, helping to prevent speeding Between 22 nd April 2013 and 19th May 2013 our
volunteers ran the Speedwatch scheme. A total of 293 cars were speeding and details sent to
the police. issues on our village. Many thanks to all those volunteers who took part.

Planning Applications:

During the year 12 planning Applications have been considered by the Parish Council.
above.
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Rearsby Roses:

An appeal was made to the Secretary of State against the decision of Charnwood Borough
Council, as local planning authority to refuse to grant planning permission for the proposed
development referred to An inspector was instructed to determine this appeal. A hearing took
place into this appeal on Wednesday 27th March 2013 at The Council offices, Charnwood
Borough Council. The Chairman and Clerk attended the hearing on behalf of the village and
listened to the comments from both sides. There was a good turnout of approx. 30 residents
from Rearsby and East Goscote. The decision went in favour of the developer and you will now
see that building works have started on this site.

Vandalism:

The cost of vandalism amounted to £459 which is relatively low compared to other years. In 2013 the
vandalism amounted to £785.00.
This compared to £896.00 in 2010. We are currently experiencing Anti-Social Behaviour on the village
which is being addressed by the police.
A new CCTV camera with an infra red system has been installed to the front of the village hall. In the
future we are hoping to install further cameras around the village.

Dog Fouling:
This continues to be a constant complaint received by the Clerk and Councillors, this is despite the fact
that nearly 41,000 dog poo bags have been issued to residents this year and there being a plentiful supply
of bins around the Village.

Details of the issue of
dog bags

2011

2012

2013

Free issue Dog bags
Purchased Bags
Average no. of residents
per month
Total Bags Issued
Total Cost

25,900
6,550
43

26,750
11,250
45

29,000
11,950
48

38,000
£451.75

32,450
£419.70

40,950
£404.92

Allowing your dog to foul without clearing up afterwards is totally unacceptable behaviour and we need
YOUR help to catch those people responsible for spoiling our streets and green spaces. If you know an
environmental offender, call 01509 634564 or email: cleaner.greener@charnwood.gov.uk.
The Council arranged a free dog microchipping event at the pavilion in March funded by the Dogs Trust.
This was very successful with 47 dogs attending and receiving free microchips.

The committee have also spent a lot of money on the hall floor having it stripped and polished
and the badminton lines painted on – this is a lot better than the previous tape –style lining
system.
Our new cleaner Vicky Dunsmore who joined us in September 2013 is doing a great job.

Pavilion
We were very pleased with the works to the driveway and access to the pavilion and scout hut
this year. This was our major expense for the year.

23

Village Hall:
The Village Hall Committee are still doing a great job maintaining the hall, and managing the
bookings and finances. Although party bookings have been down of late, there are still many
users of our village hall.
Terms of letting have been reviewed along with hire charges, there was no increase this year.
The committee this year have worked hard to get new signs installed and a new kitchen door.
Also the front of the hall has been revamped.
The car park has been lit throughout the winter from 5pm – 9pm giving users a much safer
environment when getting in and out of their cars.

Street Lighting
The Chairman Mr Black and Cllr Walton met with Paul Gibson and Peter Hosking of LCC to
discuss the proposed street lighting scheme. They all walked the village in darkness to
ascertain if lights were suitable to be switched off between midnight and 5am. To that end, 13
lights were changed from being switched off to being left on. This was a great result for the
village. LCC have also approved for the Parish Council to paint their bollards with yellow paint
to make them more visible to residents.

Next Year’s Projects Include:
For next year we hope to improve the fencing around the mound play area upgrading it to
metal. The village sign on Melton Road will also be re-painted. We hope to trim the mound
boundary hedge and purchase a new strimmer.
Just a reminder to you all that the council operate a mailing list and should you wish to be
included please email eastgoscoteparishcouncil@gmail.com putting “Mailing List” in the
subject line of your email.

Thank You’s:
Thanks to all Councillor’s past and present for all their support, particularly my Vice Chairman
June Kyle, and to our hard working Borough Councillor Cathy Duffy and County Councillor
Dave Houseman MBE.
Thanks to a brilliant Staff Team for their hard work in keeping this village up to an extremely
high standard for East Goscote Parish Council, and to our PCSO Brian Geeson for the time
he spends on our village and our new Beacon Officer PC Miranda Gent who has worked
very hard since looking after our village. And finally, I would like to thank our Parish Clerk
Mrs Liz Pizer for all her hard work in managing the village, the pavilion and the village hall,
and for her personal support to me this past year.

R Black
Chairman
For details of the Borough and County Councillors Reports please go to the East Goscote Parish
Council Website
http://eastgoscote.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/reports.html
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THE STAR INN 1744
PUB QUIZ
CASH PRIZES
The Star Inn Sunday Evening Quiz is a fun evening to suit
All ages 18 or over , With topical questions from the
media, Sport, Trivia, Celebrity and Popular music
Everyone has a chance to win a prize
Our Accumulator Bonus Question has a Minimum Payout of £100 every week
Join us every Sunday Evening between 8.00pm—10.00pm
Free Pizza snacks for all teams
Entry fee £1.50 per person, maximum team of six
Past questions
1. WHAT WAS THE NAME OF THE BOY WHO BE-FRIENDED ET?
2. WHAT COLOUR IS BOW STREET ON A MONOPOLY BOARD?
3. WHAT IS THE CAPITAL OF JAMAICA?
Answers Below
www.thestarinn1744.co.uk
Phone 01664 424220
Answers—1. Elliot 2. Orange 3. Kingston
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THE GREENER GOSCOTE PAGE – MAY 2014
VACANCY ! As I mentioned in the last edition of Long Furrow, we may be moving from East Goscote in
the near future. Assuming the magazine still has space for a Greener Goscote type column, it would be
great to hear from someone willing to take it over. We will not be losing touch with East Gosote
completely so available to get you started if necessary. It's a good opportunity to do something positive
for the planet and for the village. See Contact Us below for details of how to get in touch.
EAST GOSCOTE WILDLIFE: When I wrote the last article, it
seemed impossible to believe that blackbird chicks would once
again be with us by this edition but they are. This year we have
been blessed with three healthy hungry baby blackbirds. So far
so good. Put out small scraps (for example not whole peanuts
unless in a feeder) and fresh water to help them get a good
start in life. If you have a cat, make sure it has a bell, is well fed
and kept in at night. Another sign of Spring is that the house
martins are back in East Goscote all the way from sub-Saharan
Africa. One tweeted “my wings are killing me ! “

Photo: Mr Blackbird and three babies – first day out on
the lawn

GET COMPOSTING: Spring is the best time of the year to
get composting, although you can make a start at any
time. The Compost Converter from the Leicestershire
Waste Partnership is still a good offer with the 220 ltr bin
at £12.98. You can buy one and get a second half price
either for yourself or together with a friend or neighbour
and delivery is £5.99 per order (for one or two bins).
The larger 330 ltr bin is £14.48. You can buy one and get
one half price for the bigger bin and delivery is the same.
It's worth buying the bigger bin if you have space for it. It
is astonishing how much kitchen and garden waste they
can accommodate.
Lots of help is available including free downloadable
leaflets, the free Rot-a-Lot club and the support of myself
and the other Leicestershire Master Composters. See
Contact Us and Useful links below.
Home composting is nature's own recycling taking fruit
and vegetable waste from the kitchen and garden waste
and converting it into a useful soil conditioner without
the need to take it anywhere. Anything that began life as
a plant can be composted plus egg shells and house dust.
It's amazing.
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